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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This office action is in response to Applicant's response filed on 12/22/2005. 

2. Claims 1-32 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-4, 6-20 and 22-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (e) as being 
anticipated by VVebb et al US 2002/0071076 A1 filed on August 16, 2001. 

As per claims 1-4, 6, 7 and 8-9 Bames discloses an electronic coupon in a 
retail member store 340, a data center 310 needs to serve the coupon to a user by way 
of an electronic barcode on the user's cellular telephone 302 or other device 314. For 
example, the user may use the wireless Internet-enabled device to visit the data center 
web site and scan through a list of the user's current electronic coupons. If the user 
selects a product from this list for purchase, the web site may include a selection 
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mechanism whereby the data center 310 is prompted to deliver the barcode coupon to 
the user's display device (e.g., cellular telephone 302). The data center 310 thn and/or 
the cellular telephone network 303, and the barcode indicating the manufacturer's 
coupon is thereby displayed on the user's device 302, 314 see., Webb, page 2, [0017], 
page 5, [0055], page 8, [0084] and [0088] (which is readable as Applicant's claimed 
invention wherein said 

a client process executable on a processor in a two-way communication device, the 
two-way communication device, a server process executable on a processor 
communicatively coupled over the network to the client process, and coupon depository 
or storage coupled to the server process capable of storing a plurality of particular 
coupons, a coupon depository coupled to the server process capable of storing a 
plurality of coupons, the coupons including an encoding of a barcode image, the server 
process including an operation of sending a particular coupon to the client process, the 
client process including an operation for decoding the respective barcode image 
encoding corresponding to the particular coupon and displaying the respective barcode 
image on the display screen (see., Webb, page 2, [0017], page 5, [0055], page 8, 
[0084] and [0088]). 

As per claims 10-12, 14-20 and 22-32 Webb discloses an electronic coupon in 
a retail member store 340, a data center 310 needs to serve the coupon to a user by 
way of an electronic barcode on the user's cellular telephone 302 or other device 314. 
For example, the user may use the wireless Internet-enabled device to visit the data 
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center web site and scan through a list of the user's current electronic coupons. If the 
user selects a product from this list for purchase, the web site may include a selection 
mechanism whereby the data center 310 is prompted to deliver the barcode coupon to 
the user's display device (e.g., cellular telephone 302). The data center 310 thn and/or 
the cellular telephone network 303, and the barcode indicating the manufacturer's 
coupon is thereby displayed on the user's device 302, 314 see., Webb, page 2, [0017], 
page 5, [0055], page 8, [0084] and [0088] (which is readable as Applicant's claimed 
invention wherein said 

a client process executable on a processor in a two-way communication device, the 
two-way communication device, a server process executable on a processor 
communicatively coupled over the network to the client process, and coupon depository 
or storage coupled to the server process capable of storing a plurality of particular 
coupons, a coupon depository coupled to the server process capable of storing a 
plurality of coupons, the coupons including an encoding of a barcode image, the server 
process including an operation of sending a particular coupon to the client process, the 
client process including an operation for decoding the respective barcode image 
encoding corresponding to the particular coupon and displaying the respective barcode 
image on the display screen (see., Webb, page 2, [0017], page 5, [0055], page 8, 
[0084] and [0088]). 
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As per claims 13 and 22, Webb discloses the claimed limitations wherein the two-way 
communication device is selected from among a group consisting of cellular telephones, 
pagers, and palm-held computers (see., fig 7). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 5 and 21 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

RERSPONSE TO ARGUMENTS 

6. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but they are moot in 
view of new ground (s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Pierre E. Elisca whose telephone number is 571 272 
6706. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 571 272 6712. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from tlie 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-dlrect.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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